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Sweden mullslegalizing surrogate motherhood
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Sweden took a step toward a possible lifting of its ban on surrogate motherhood on Tuesday, despite
impassioned opposition from political parties on both theleft and right.

TheRiksdags Committee on Social Affairs voted by a wide midyoon Tuesday to authorize the
government to carry out an inquiry into surrogatehmerhood.

Currently, surrogate motherhood is outlawed in Samed

However, the Christian Democrats and the Left Plaoth opposed the measure.

"The issue of childlessness shouldn't be solvedadwng women's bodies used to carry and give barth
children for other people. Women's bodies arecdramodity,” the Left Party's Eva Olofsson told e

news agency.

Even if surrogate motherhood is allowed on a namtoercial basis, there is nevertheless a risk fuaek
market trade in surrogate births, argued Olofsson.

She said that legalizing surrogate motherhood weetdl a signal that would increase acceptancesof th
practice that would open the door to trade withiggaite mothers in other countries, citing Indiaas
example.

"It's possible that we need more regulations thaild/make it so that it's not allowed in Swedebuy a
child that has been born this way in India. But'thaot how the proposal looks," said Olofsson.

In voicing his opposition to the measure, Christtmocrat head and social affairs miniggéran
Hagglundemphasized concerns that women could become @ctim



"We believe there are obvious risks for sociallg @sonomically vulnerable women to become victims i
this trade," he said.

Hagglund also pointed to concerns that potentiediia or surrogate mothers might change their mimds
the process, which could result in difficult coof$ that would have a negative impact on the child.

He also commented on the fact that oppositiond&ifgy at legalizing surrogate motherhood came from
opposite ends of the political spectrum.

"From totally different perspectives, we've arriadhe same conclusion,” Hagglund said.
He also thought Sweden's other political partieseviieating the matter too lightly.

Supporters of the measure pointed out, howeverttieanquiry will be open-ended and not an indarabf
any particular stance regarding whether the basuormgate motherhood should be lifted.

"It's not decided in advance where things will epd but rather is about a number of questionswiiabe
examined. | have yet to take a position,” said Bakesterholm of the Liberal Partiydlkpartie).

Among other things, the inquiry will look into thegal framework required for surrogate motherhood.

"A yes to allowing surrogate motherhood is a tgtdifferent question. That's something that woe't b
relevant until a later stage," said Social DemobtBtLena Hallengren.

Committee chair Kenneth Johansson of the Centity Ras taken aback by the Christian Democrats'
opposition to the inquiry.

"It's surprising that the Christian Democrats dar@nt to increase understanding [of the issue] Sdid.

Tuesday's vote comes just two weeks after the cttiewrapproved proposed changes that would allow
single women to have access to artificial insenmmatreatments despite Christian Democrat oppasitio

However Johansson doesn't think the divergent opgof the Christian Democrats and the other zantie
the centre-right Alliance government on the issuiisaffect the working of the government.

"These are issues that we've long known we'remagieement about. Now we'll settle it in the Ragd
he said.
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